Quartley

QUARTLEY, ARTHUR (May 24, i839-May

19, 1886), painter of seascapes, was born at
Paris, France. His father, Frederick William
Quartley, was an English engraver; his mother,
Ann (Falkard) Quartley, the daughter of Wil-
liam and Mary (Duncan) Falkard. The family
spent seven years in France and then returned
to England where Arthur as a young boy was
soprano soloist in the royal chapel, Windsor
Castle. Upon the death of his wife in 1851, Fred-
erick Quartley emigrated and settled at Peeks-
kill, N. Y. Arthur, in the new environment, be-
came an enthusiastic angler and huntsman but
the father continued a rule begun in England
that the boy must show him each Saturday eve-
ning two carefully finished drawings. While the
senior Quartley was establishing himself as an
American engraver, some of his best work ap-
pearing in the publications Picturesque Amer-
ica and Picturesque Europe, the son thus laid
the foundations of his clever and highly compe-
tent draftsmanship. His youthful desire, how-
ever, was to have a lucrative business of his
own, and he accordingly apprenticed himself to
a New York sign-painter.

Having learned his trade Quartley in 1862
set up for himself in Baltimore where he had rel-
atives. His firm, Emmart & Quartley, "did only
high grade work and were regarded as the best
decorators in the city" (C. G. Quartley, post).
Arthur at this time began to make pictures,
mostly marines, of which he had a successful ex-
hibition and sale at the photographic studio of
Norval H. Busey. His health, meantime, had
suffered from overwork and he sold his business
in order to devote himself exclusively to his art.
Returning to New York about 1875, he opened
a studio and soon won distinction. He painted
summers at the Isle of Shoals, off the New
Hampshire coast, where he was associated with
Celia Thaxter [g.z/.] and her group of literary
and artistic workers. He early discovered the
beauty of New York harbor and his "From a
North River Pier Head," now in the permanent
collection of the National Academy of Design,
was described as "an excellent example of what
may be done with the picturesque material that
lies right at our own doors" (Academy Sketches,
post, p. 33). Other important canvases of
Quartley's, shown at the Academy, were:
"Morning Effect, North River" (1877) J "Trin-
ity from the River" (1880); "Queen's Birth-
day" (1883); and "Dignity and Impudence"
(1884). In 1879 the artist was elected an asso-
ciate of the National Academy; in 1886, an
academician. He was also one of the early mem-
bers of the Society of American Artists.

Quay

A strikingly handsome man, of agreeable per-
sonality, Quartley was achieving a reputation
as the foremost American painter of seascapes
when, after a protracted illness, he succumbed
to a disease of the liver at his home, 52 South
Washington Square, New York. He left a wife,
Laura (Delamater) Quartley, and three chil-
dren. Quartley's technical method, which he
seems to have acquired as a decorator, was based
upon careful delineation of the principal objects
of his picture, prior to laying in the background
and accessories. How his very promising art
might have developed had he lived longer can
only be conjectured. He was represented in
the National Academy's centennial exhibition
by "North River Pier Head."

[See: Acad. Sketches, -with Descriptive Notes by
"Nemo" (1877) ; S. G. W. Benjamin, Our Am. Artists,
2 ser. (1881) ; C. E. Clement and Laurence Hutton,
Artists of the Nineteenth Century (1884) ; Cat. of
Commemorative Exhibition by Members of the Nat.
Acad. of Design, 1825-1925 (1925) ; Twentieth Cen-
tury Biog. Diet, of Notable Americans (1904) ; Art
World, Sept. 1918; and N. K. Tribune, May 21, 1886.
Manuscript letters from Charles G. Quartley, Balti-
more, Md., a nephew, and Mrs. Arthur Van Winkle,
Scarsdale, N. Y., a niece of the artist, to the author of
this sketch, contain previously unpublished information
and correct several errors in existing accounts of
Quartley.]                                                     p. W. C

QUAY, MATTHEW STANLEY (Sept. 30,
i833-May 28, 1904), politician, was born at
Dillsburg, York County, Pa. The son of Ander-
son Beaton and Catherine (McCain) Quay, he
was of Scotch-Irish ancestry, his forebears hav-
ing settled in Chester County in 1713. His fa-
ther was a Presbyterian minister. In 1840 the
family moved to Beaver County. At the age of
seventeen, Matthew was graduated from Jeffer-
son College at Canonsburg, Pa., after which he
traveled, taught school, lectured, and studied
law with the firm of Penney & Sterrett, Pitts-
burgh ; he was admitted to the bar in 1854. He
was married, on Oct. 10, 1855, to Agnes Bar-
clay of Beaver and they had two sons and three
daughters.

His first public office was that of prothono-
tary of Beaver County, to which position he was
elected in 1856 and reflected in 1859. In 1860,
by his success in securing delegates for Andrew
G. Curtin [#.z>.], elected governor that year, he
attracted the attention of western Pennsylvania
leaders. When the Civil War broke out, he
was called to positions of great responsibility
as assistant commissary-general of the state,
military secretary to Governor Curtin, colonel
of the 134th Pennsylvania Infantry (August-
December 1862), military state agent in Wash-
ington, major and chief of transportation and
telegraphs of Pennsylvania, and military sec-.
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